Elie Sports Club

Convenor’s Report 2011

In my report last year I highlighted the considerable additions and improvements introduced during the course of the winter. This time my report concentrates on the positive way in which these contribute towards the smooth running of Elie Sports Club.
GOLF

The changes made to the Golf Shop have made the service to members and visitors much more friendly and Ian Muir has made some changes in personnel. Ally McDonald has left to become Head Professional at Dunnikier Park with Fraser Robertson replacing him. Two valuable additions have been added to the team: Gemma Webster represents The Elie Sports Club on the Ladies Tour and Julie Otto, after a distinguished playing career, has joined the teaching side. David Patrick continues winning tournaments and is P.G.A. trainee of the year for the second time.  Shaun Clark has passed his second year exams with distinction. We wish them all well in the coming year.
Ian has introduced a scheme for local Primary school children enabling them to have membership, tuition and competitions; already eleven children have taken up the offer.
Family membership is flourishing with 120 younger children, the majority being under 9 years old, playing in the Friday competitions.  In recognition of the quality of the coaching staff The Scottish Golf Union have awarded them Performance Status and the E.S.C. is one of only three centres in Fife to be included in the Fife Golf Academy.  Ian must be congratulated for his efforts helping junior golf.
The 59th Elie Open Tournament for boys and girls in April did not attract the numbers of previous years but the standard of play was as good as ever with Grant Bowman winning the Andrew Burns Cup and Euan Davidson the Marine Hotel Rose Bowl.  We must try to encourage the younger girls to enter in future.

TENNIS

The Committee are disappointed by the demise of the Tennis Club but intend to hold a discussion group during the winter for all those interested in tennis at the Sports Club.  The Secretary will have details in due course.
The Junior Tennis Tournament in July was blessed with sunshine and all ages up to 18 enjoyed good tennis and sportsmanship.  The Elie and Earlsferry Golf Club Trophy was won by Matthew Thompson with The G.T.Crawford Trophy for girls going to Alex Mennie.

BOWLS

The Bowling Club continue to enjoy the Green and clubhouse facilities and there appears to be increased interest in this popular sport.  We did give the undertaking last year that the Portacabin would be removed during the winter but unless we can provide suitable storage for all the services undertaken by E.S.C., it must remain until the extension to the Pavilion is completed.
PAVILION

This winter we will be repairing the window frames but any further improvements have been delayed until next year under phase two of the upgrading.

The McLarens have continued to provide an excellent service to members and visitors despite the difficult trading conditions.  They have made a number of changes to the way they operate in terms of staff and layout of counter service.  New menus and special evening events are anticipated and I hope the planned Hogmanay Dinner will be well supported.  It is also encouraging that the Bowling Club prize giving dinner will be supplied by the Pavilion this year.

GOLF HOUSE CLUB MACHINERY SHED

I congratulate the G.H.C. on the design and completion of their new facility behind the 1st green on the Baird Course.  It will benefit us all with good access for the greenkeeping staff.  The location and height of the shed should not detract from the playing of the hole provided that we can add some further mounding with shrubs behind the green.  This has not been possible so far as the material for mounding was not available.

The Baird Course has not suffered from the poor weather conditions this summer to the same extent as some other courses in the area and it is vital that it is maintained to the same standard in the future. We thank Head Greenkeeper Brian Lawrie and his team for looking after our course so well despite the difficult conditions this season.
In conclusion I would like to congratulate our Secretary Tim MacDowel for continuing to keep The Elie Sports Club on track, to thank Sandy Sneddon and his Committee for all their work on the Constitution, and Ian Muir and his excellent teaching staff for increasing the profile of The Sports Club in the public eye.

Robert M. Burns 

Convenor  
